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Dear Ms. Diamond: 

You have asked whether certain information is subject to required public disclosure 
under chapter 552 of the Government Code. Your request was assigned ID# 112840. 

Tan-ant County (the “county”) received a request for the “sign in sheets” for a public 
forum meeting that was held by an elected county commissioner. You assert that this 
information is excepted from disclosure pursuant to section 552.101 of the Government 
Code.’ 

Section 552.101 protects from disclosure information that is confidential under 
common-law privacy. Industrial Found. v. Texas Indus. Accident Bd., 540 S.W.2d 668 (Tex. 
1976), cert. denied, 430 U.S. 931 (1977). In Industrial Foundation, the Texas Supreme 
Court recognized a common-law right-of-privacy in information which is highly intimate or 
embarrassing to a reasonable person and of no legitimate concern to the public. The type of 
information considered intimate and embarrassing by the Texas Supreme Court in Industrial 
Foundation included information relating to sexual assault, pregnancy, mental or physical 
abuse in the workplace, illegitimate children, psychiatric treatment of mental disorders, 
attempted suicide, and injuries to sexual organs. 540 S.W.2d at 683. Additionally, we note 
that information is not excepted by common-law privacy merely because it might embarrass 
individuals or governments. Open Records Decision 3 16 (1982). Correspondingly, we note 
that in order for associational privacy rights to be upheld against substantial governmental 
interests, there must be a factual showing of significant infringement of first amendment 
rights, such as harassment and reprisal. Open Records Decision 212 (1978) 

‘We note that questions concerning the cost of copies of public information may be referred to the 
General Services Commission. G&t Code $ 552.2611. 
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We have examined your arguments and the materials submitted and conclude that the 
documents do not contain intimate or embarrassing information that must be withheld under 
section 552.101 in conjunction with a right of privacy. Consequently, you must release the 
information submitted to the requestor. 

We are resolving this matter with an informal letter ruling rather than with a 
published open records decision. This ruling is limited to the particular records at issue 
under the facts presented to us in this request and should not be relied upon as a previous 
determination regarding any other records. If you have questions about this ruling, please 
contact our office. 

Yours very ply, 

As&ant Attorney General 
Open Records Division 

Ref.: ID# 112840 

Enclosures: Submitted documents 

cc: Ms. Renee Lawrance 
2902 Scarborough Lane 
Colleyville, Texas 76034 
(w/o enclosures) 


